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Staff Writer

DALTON, N.H. — As the Dalton Police De-
partment faces a shortfall of officers, a committee
of residents is trying to come up with options that
might include, in the short term, assistance and
coverage by state police.

“We are in a huge staffing deficit at the moment,
but I think we can get out of that,” Dalton Deputy
Police Chief John St. Martin said Tuesday.

The newly formed advisory committee studying
the options met for a roundtable discussion Tues-
day, with selectmen listening in and three police
officers, including St. Martin, on hand to answer
questions.

“The way I see it, we have two missions as a
committee,” said committee member Kenyon
Tuthill. “The first, establish a means to provide ad-
equate police coverage for the remainder of the
year. Then, once that’s done, we can discuss the

future of the police department.”
Come June 1, after additional officers this week

announced their intention to resign, St. Martin said
Dalton’s all part-time police department will be
down to four officers that include himself, Lt. Chris
St. Cyr, and the only patrolman, Cpl. Tony Alba.

The question now is how to best ensure the
safety of the community and mitigate risk after
June 1, said St. Martin.

“It is my strong recommendation that we take
assistance from state police,” he said. “By statute,
state police will be on call to provide assistance if
we need to reorganize. We may want to say we
need some help, and there is no shame in that.”

In March, after town meeting, Dalton Police
Chief Mario Audit tendered his resignation, effec-
tive May 31. Recent weeks saw several other part-
time officers, who had been on the roster, no longer
scheduled for shifts.

“We’re just trying to get through the end of this
year,” committee member Jay McCusker said of
the committee’s focus. “We have a town meeting

next year and we can decide the fate of the depart-
ment then.”

For 2014, Dalton budgeted for its police depart-
ment a total of $55,000. With $25,000 already
spent, that leaves $30,000 in the police budget for
the remainder of the year.

New Hampshire statute has restrictions on how
part-time police departments operate and no officer
is allowed more than 1,300 hours in a year. Those
hours include patrol and court time as well as pa-
perwork and responding to calls.

“If you’re wearing the colors, you need to be on
the clock,” said St. Martin.

Selectman Kathy Barden said she recently
spoke with Troop F Commander Lt. Todd Landry,
who she said told her Dalton will not be left out to
dry in terms of coverage.

“I can assure you they are available and willing
to come here,” Barden said of state police.

State police troopers already patrol state routes
135 and 142 through Dalton.

CANAAN — The federal gov-
ernment has awarded $2.6 million
grant to Canaan to address chronic
drinking water problems that espe-
cially plagued this northeastern-
most Vermont community this
winter.

The grant is part of a major
package, including a $1.9 million
loan, given by U.S. Department of
Agriculture Rural Development
Wednesday to the Canaan Fire Dis-
trict Number One for a major water
quality upgrade.

Funds will be used to purchase
and install a 150,000-gallon water
storage tank and construct a new
water filtration and treatment facil-
ity, as well as upgrade the existing
water distribution system serving
the people of Canaan and West
Stewartstown, N.H.

The upgrades will eliminate the
use of springs located in Canada as
a source and replace them with an
existing groundwater well located
within the district.

A new storage tank will be con-
structed along with a new treat-
ment/filter facility for the removal
of manganese and arsenic. Portions
of the distribution system will also
be replaced as part of the funded
project.

This winter, residents of Canaan
experienced multiple incidents of
water discoloration and low water
pressure because of current water
distribution system and treatment
inefficiencies.

“This assistance from USDA
Rural Development will help some
of the most rural and remote com-
munities of Northern Vermont and
Northern New Hampshire ensure
their residents have clean, healthy
and safe water for decades to
come,” said Ted Brady, director of
USDA Rural Development for Ver-
mont and New Hampshire.

“USDA Rural Development has
not only invested in essential water

infrastructure with this project, but
also in the health of Canaan’s peo-
ple and our region’s economy. This
project will put people to work in
the Kingdom.”

Engineering for the improve-
ments will be provided by Tata &
Howard Engineering of St. Johns-
bury. It is estimated the project will
commence construction in May
2015 with completion of summer
2016.

Canaan was able to access a por-
tion of the $2.6 million in grant
funds due to the Rural Economic
Area Partnership (REAP) Zone
designation accorded to three coun-
ties of the Northeast Kingdom of
Vermont – Caledonia, Essex and
Orleans counties.

The designation provides five re-
gions of the country additional
grant resources through USDA
Rural Development. Sen. Patrick
Leahy spearheaded the effort to
designate the Northeast Kingdom
as a REAP Zone in 2000, and led
in renewing the NEK REAP Zone
in the newly enacted 2014 Farm
Bill.

“By improving water quality,
these investments will tangibly im-
prove the quality of life in these
Vermont communities,” said
Leahy, Sen. Bernie Sanders and
Rep. Peter Welch in a joint state-
ment.

“With the passage of the Farm
Bill earlier this year, the REAP
Zone program will continue to
bring millions of investment dol-
lars to the Northeast Kingdom.
Partnering federal agencies and
their resources with rural commu-
nities in ways like this is a catalyst
for economic growth and quality of
life improvements in the NEK and
other rural areas.”

WEP loans and grants may be
made to develop, extend or im-
prove water and wastewater sys-
tems, including solid waste
disposal and storm drainage sys-
tems, in rural communities with a
population of 10,000 or less.

CANAAN GETS $4.8 MILLION FOR
WATER UPGRADES FROM USDA
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Bruce Hicks and his granddaughter, Diana Pellerin, clean gravestones at Forest Vale Cemetery in Jefferson, N.H., as part

of Kids Connection classes. The group set out to clean 13 gravestones of veterans, but kept going to include others.

NORTH COUNTRY COMMUNITY SERVICE

DALTON WORKS TO SOLVE POLICE OFFICER SHORTFALL

See Police, Page A5
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