
World Without Water
The Effects of Water Pollution

Water 
Pollution 

Facts:
11%
of the Earth’s population does not have 
access to an adequate water source. 
That’s 785 million people — or over 
two times the size of the United States. 

How Can We Stop Water Pollution?

Your money can help fund 
research and projects to 

protect our waters. There 
are many great 

organizations whose 
mission is to provide clean 
drinking water to those in 

need.

Find an organization or 
water collaborative in (or 

outside of) your 
community and volunteer 

to help. If there are no 
active groups, consider 

starting one.

The Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
also has a list of simple 

things you can do at home 
to stop water pollution. 

Visit their website to learn 
more.

In developing countries, 
 

 

 

 

is dumped into the water supply without 
being treated.

70% of industrial waste

of wastewater in developing 
countries flows into rivers, lakes, 
and coastal zones where it 
threatens access to safe drinking 
water, food security, and overall 
health.

Up to 90%

80% of wastewater

There are between 

12-18 million

With population growth and climate 
change also adding stress to our finite 

supply of water, we can’t afford to waste 
a drop by polluting it. Nearly two-thirds 

of the world’s population could 
experience water scarcity by
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cases of waterborne diseases each year in 
the United States — in developing 
countries, one-third of all hospital cases 
could be caused by contaminated water..

Across the planet, urban settlements are 
the main source of pollution, and more than 

is left untreated.


